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Brander replies: " A nasty song. Pfui! a political song. A
poor song! Thank God each morning that you don't need to
care anything for the Roman Empire! "l Frederick the Great
already in 1752 called it suranne et bizarre. Thinking men had
schemes for reforming it—the Duke himself is said to have
had one. One plan, not his own, involved the creation of a
new kingdom on the left bank of the Rhine, a buffer state to
be made out of Limburg, Gueldres, and Luxemburg, and the
Duke was to be made king of it* Poland, reduced in size by
the Partition of 1772, but still a large kingdom, was trying to
reform itself under its last Diet; there was a plan to have the
reforming and universally respected Duke of Brunswick for King
of Poland in the event of the death of the weak-willed King
Stanislaus Poniatowski. Early in 1792 the French Government,
which was now a constitutional monarchy under the Constitution
of 1791, contemplated a war against Austria, a * preventive war/
as it would have been called if the phrase had been in use at
that time, but really an aggressive war, to divert the attention
of the French people from domestic to foreign affairs. The
French Ministry of War sent Fra^ois de Custine (son of the
general who was kter executed) on mission to Brunswick to
offer the Duke command of the French forces against Austria.
The Duke, though repeatedly pressed to accept, declined.
He was a Prussian general, he said, and it was his business to
fight for Prussia in time of war, and in time of peace to admin-
ister his duchy; besides, if he took command of an invading
army, he would not have the advantage of th^ enthusiasm
which resistance to foreign attack always aroused.2 Alas!
almost immediately after this, with misgivings and against
his better judgment, he accepted a command precisely under
this disadvantage—invading a foreign country and so arousing
an invincible national enthusiasm and resistance.
1 Goethe, Faust, lines 2090-94:
" The dear Holy Roman Empire,
How does it still hold together ? "
The quotation from Frederick the Great is from Das PoKtische Testa-
ment, p. 61.
* Revue Mstorique, vol. i, p. 167.

